
 
 
 
November 5, 2019 
 
To the Land Use Committee: 
 
The North Prospect Heights Association does not support the proposed three-story rear 
extension to 93 St. Marks Avenue, up for consideration at the Land Use Committee meeting 
scheduled for November 7th.  
 
As of this writing, the owner and architect have not posted notice, as requested by Community 
Coordinator Julia Neale in her October 29th communication to the architect. Such notice is 
necessary for meaningful public discussion and for the Committee’s work.  
 
Nor has the architect shared drawings for the currently proposed plan. We are left to suppose 
that the proposed enlarged footprint to the structure will be the same as before, just one story 
shorter. 
 
We object to the proposed three story extension for the same reasons we objected to the earlier 
proposal.  Specifically, the proposed three story extension will permanently alter the character of 
the block, impair quality of life by blocking air and light to adjoining properties, and infringe on 
the privacy of neighbors.  
 
There are only three one-story extensions in the donut hole on this side of St. Marks Avenue 
between Flatbush and Carlton. All were constructed prior to the Landmark designation of the 
block.  
 
In this part of Prospect Heights, the size and open character of the gardens is a historic feature 
and contributes to the attractiveness of the neighborhood. The proposed extension directly 
compromises that historic feature.  
 
Those who purchased properties after the landmark designation did so with the understanding 
that size and shape of the structures on the block would not change materially. To permit the 
extension of one property has the potential to encourage other property owners to seek a 
variance. 
 
The Committee should also consider that the property at 93 St. Marks Avenue not only falls 
within a landmark district, but is also part of the Prospect Heights Historic District on the 



National Park Service’s National Register of Historic Places. The purpose of this designation is 
to protect and preserve the historical features of the neighborhood.  
 
The area of Prospect Heights our organization represents, and where this property is located, is 
more directly affected than other parts of Prospect Heights by ongoing development at Atlantic 
Yards / Pacific Park and other projects, such as the proposed development of the HPD lots on 
Bergen and Dean Streets. We are therefore particularly concerned about incursions on the 
historic character of the district and the associated effects of unchecked development.  
 
For these reasons, we urge you to reject this proposal.  
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Elaine Weinstein and Cathy Iselin 
Co-Presidents, North Prospect Heights Association 
 
 
North Prospect Heights Association is a civic and social advocacy organization made up of property 
owners, residents, and businesses of North Prospect Heights. We create and maintain an inclusive 
platform for our neighborhood’s stakeholders to discuss and debate community issues. We advocate on 
our neighborhood’s behalf through transparent communication and collaboration. The work we do 
together will help our neighborhood continue to thrive, while improving the quality of life for all.  
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cc: Sarah Carroll, Chair, Landmarks Preservation Commission 


