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Statement for November 14 AYCDC Meeting 
Given by Anu Heda, President Dean Street Block Association 
 
Sitting around this same table in 2008, Forest City executives including Marianne 

Gilmartin, and ESD executives including President Avi Schick, told community 

representatives that there was no reason to discuss improving the project by 

addressing potential delay because the project would not be delayed.   

 

The only real surprise in Forest City Realty Trust’s recent disclosure that the project is 

delayed again and hurdles stand in its way moving forward, is that the news has been 

made public. We are thankful for that. The idea and plan for Atlantic Yards/Pacific 

Park was generated outside of government by the developer and its feasibility has 

continuously been overstated. 

 

In this context, the community most adversely impacted by the project is hard-

pressed to compete for any reasonable consideration. We have a stake in both the 

implementation and final outcome of the project but little ability to create the 

responsiveness, accountability or transparency we require. As the implementation 

phase of the project continues far longer than anticipated, it is totally unacceptable 

how poorly our well-being is overseen by the State, and how much priority over 

community -- even public interest -- City government cedes to the developer.   

 

As an example, right now we appear to have little or no enforcement by NYPD or DOT 

of violations by construction contractors that we can identify in the immediate area of 

the project site.  Eleven years after the first demolitions there still appears to be no 

workable protocol for addressing situations like the November 11th dust event on 

Carlton Avenue that continued for at least 2 hours. 

 

In June, our local elected officials wrote to ESD President Zemsky and stated, “it is 

difficult to believe ESD has either the ability or the interest to responsibly oversee the 

economic development projects in its portfolio.” What we see moving forward is a 

period of great risk in which existing flaws in the oversight of the project may be 

magnified by yet more parties being added to the mix. We seek improved 

transparency and access for the community. 

 

And as Greenland/FCR Partners scrambles to find capital by bringing in new 

investors, who among them will be concerned about making the project a success 

BOTH in the lengthy implementation phase of the project that may last more than a 

generation, and at project completion?  
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